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A-ko, Too! 


: : Final Stop Andromeda is a bi-monthly newsletter put out by the Boston Japanimation 
_ Society. Our current officers are: 


Burton Choinski -- Programmer, Newsletter editor 
Frank Stromm -- Secretary, Advisor 


: = The annual BJS membership fee is 5 dollars for members in the U.S. and Canada, and 
~ 10 dollars for members elsewhere in the world. Only U.S. currency will be accepted. 


- With your membership in the Boston Japanimation Society you get the following 


: - benefits: 


Lae Y A six-issue subscription to Final Stop Andromeda, 
. ’ A membership card to impress your friends with, 


Y Discounts on merchandise at the following locations: 
+ Outer Limits, 475 Moody St., Waltham 
+ Million Year Picnic, 99 Mt. Auburn St., Cambridge, near 
Harvard Square 
+ Bop City Comics, 66 Hollis St., Framingham 


Y Free classifieds in the society newsletter 


If you got this in the mail, check your mailing label! If the month on the upper-right 
_... corner of your mailing label is one of the two months this issue covers, this is your 
~.LASTISSUE! | : | 


x Ss Memberships and renewals should be sent in the form of a check or money order made 
~~ payable to: 
oe Burton Choinski, 2 Charena Rd, Wayland, Ma. 01778 


S Make sure you make the check or money order out to Burton Choinski, not to the BJS. 
.. Any check or money order made out incorrectly will be returned to you. 


Directions to BJS meetings at U.MASS Boston 


By Train -— Take the Red line to JFK/U.MASS station. Free shuttle buses there will 


Contributors to this issue of Final Stop Andromeda: 


Burton Choinski John Bowen 
Kevin Leahy Dennis Richards 
Maura Branley 


All meetings begin at 1:00pm, on the second saturday of each month. See page 2 for 
.. details on how to get to U-MASS and the video room. 


ee Main Feature: Project A-ko, Part 2 
Shorts: Del-Power X 
Galatt 


"Fire in the Skies” month! 


May 14th: 
ue Main Feature: Area 88 
Shorts: Dirty Pair 
Spt Layzner 


If there is a movie or episode or something you would like to see in a future meeting, 


Cc 


Submissions 


_. Final Stop Andromeda needs submissions from its members! We can use any 
~.. anime-related material, such as drawings, reviews, translated material, commentary, or 
anything else you think might be good. Remember, the quality and size of the 

newsletter is up to you, so submit often! 


1 have gotten some good stuff from Maura, Kevin and Dennis, but nobody else seems to 
be out there. Hmmm. What happened to everyone else??? 


nd submissions to me, the newletter editor. My address is in flux at the moment, so 
nd stuff to my parent's house: | 


Burton Choinski 
2 Charena Rd. 
Wayland, Ma. 01778 


B-ko has a mecha with your name 
on it! Yea, you know who you are, 
you're the one who never bothers 
to send anything in to-Final Stop 
Andromeda! Keep your name off 
her hit list -- send something in 
NOW! 


@ Commenta 


: : Open letter to all members of the BJS: ae 
First of all, I'm certainly glad to have found you guys, and I really enjoyed seeing 


. Laputa last month. Burt's narration helped a lot, my having never seen a synopsis. _ 


.. Keep it up. On the other hand, I found some of the evident politicking going on — 
~. around the organization bemusing, and I thought I'd share my thoughts as a brand new. __ 

_.- member with you. ; 
- First off, I thought it a little odd to be exhorted by certain people, at least one of 

~~» whom had a transparent commercial motive, to embrace "Hard Work & Sacrifice" on 
behalf of the organization. To borrow a line from Woody Allen, "I just came here to. 
~ exchange the microfilm!" Really, I'm just looking for a good time. I have a job that 
-. offers Hard Work and Sacrifice already, and if I want Pain and Boredom too, I can get a 
girlfriend. This is just a club, guys. If you want group dinners and special events, all 
~~ you have to do is put a notice in the newsletter, and take reservations. You certainly 
_. don't need my permission. And I almost fell off my chair when a blatantly illegal tape 
copying scheme was suggested (but discrete, right? Like announcing it in front of 40 
strangers! I wonder if Shogakkukan, or Viz International offer bounties...) 


s As for increasing the membership, the biggest steps you could take don't require any 
appreciable effort or money at all. Ge®yourselves listed in the phone book, send your 
__. meeting announcements to the Phoenix, and put a few notices up at UMass. I predict 
_.. double memberships in 6 months. I didn't find out that you existed until I had been 
back in Boston for 8 months. Then it took 3 more weeks to come up with a phone 
number. The first time I tried to come to a meeting, I couldn't locate the room once I | 
~. got to UMass. I don't think anybody on campus ever heard of you guys. All together 11 
~ months of searching Boston for an Anime connection before I actually found the 
-. group. And I was looking! 


With regard to the steaming dues controversy, I don't care at all if it goes to $10, it's 
still the closest thing to a free lunch imaginable in the late twentieth century. I spend 
twice that in a month just on manga translations! If it actually strains some people's 
_.. budgets, offer student, or hard luck sliding scale memberships. I'm more interested in — 
what membership offers me, and free movies once a month with a chance to network 
suits me fine, although a heated room would be nice. If there's other things going on, I — 
might or might not participate, as the spirit moves me. It's my experience that in any 
club group, those who are interested in doing the work and being involved, do so. If 
some people want to make the BJS a "big" deal for their egos, or their business, or for 
other peoples own good, I'd be the last to stop them. If someone's into this stuff 
enough to make it a lifestyle, I'm glad for them. But I don't appreciate being 
harangued. Not at all. : 


Anyway, for all that, glad you're there. Just make it a little easier to find yourselves, — 
and I think you'll do all right. . 


— Garry Hall 


From the Editor: . ie 

In the recent months the BJS has gone through many changes. One of these changes __ 
is the stepping down of Jonathan Delano from his position of Secretary/Treasurer. Jon. 
- has been an officer of the BJS for over five years, and he has decided to take a rest from. 
the position and just relax as a member for a while. Eventually he may feel ready to _ 
take on an officer's position again but only time will tell. Jon has been a major shaping 
force of the BJS, and has helped it to withstand some of the difficult times in the past. 


Another change is the removal from office of Marianne Popa. This removal was in _ 
accordance to the BJS charter drawn up a little over a year ago, and was acted upon in | 
light of recent happenings both inside and outside the BJS. It is not lack of © 
commitment on her part, rather it is because of a lack of communication with the other 
officers as well as other activities and actions that the other officers deemed potentially 
dangerous to the well being of the society. Marianne remains a member in good 
standing with the society and may be asked (at a later date) to once again become an 
officer. 


Frank Stromm is one of the founding members of the BJS, and has been a longtime 
officer of the BJS. He has recently returned to his position of secretary during this 
unstable period. Frank has a great deal of experience with the problems and 
requirements of keeping the society going, experience that I still lack, and since he has — 
seen the society from both ends of it's six-year life, his judgement and comments in 
regards to the health and direction of 2 BJS are both sound and respectable. 


I have now been the Newsletter editor for about one year, a position I took over 
- when Aaron Reed stepped down. I have tried to produce the best possible newsletter, 
and I try to listen to member comments about its quality. I have heard comments about 
the newsletter being too "cold" and having no “soul”, so in the future I will try to put a 
little more "spice" into future newsletters. People, I need your feedback on the state of 
the newsletter, since for those 66% of you who do not show up to the meetings, it is _ 
your link to the rest of the society. At any time, write me and give me your comments. — 
Thank you. : 


Classifieds 
Available: 


High Quality Copies to Trade: Beautiful copies done from commercial tapes. Saint — 
Seiya movie and Yotoden 1 right now, more expected. I'm looking for lots of stuff, — 
new and dated, so let me know what you have. 
Kevin Leahy 
21 Falmouth St. 
Belmont, Ma. 02178 
Wanted: 


I'm still looking for any Genesis Climber Mospeada books, no matter the size or _ 

shape. I am looking to buy such material if you have it, and am also looking for — 

information on where to find it if you don't have any to sell. Contact me by phone __ 

at 879-8867 anytime after 8pm on monday or wednesday, or from 10pm to 12pm on © 

tuesdays and thursdays. aS 
Burton Choinski 


. If you have a classified you would like included in the next issue, mail it to the — 
_address given on page 3 (newsletter editor) or hand it to me at the monthly meeting. 


The Illegitimate Son of Manga 
_. by Kevin Leahy 
: We're all familiar with the new translated manga titles; Area 88 and Lone Wolf and 


-. such. From this sampling we might get the impression that all Japanese manga is of 
that high caliber. In all honesty this is about a accurate as showing a Japanese reader 


Dark Knight and Watchmen and saying they are representative of all American comics. 


: & As much as it pains me to say it, a lot of black and white artwork produced over there is 
ona primitive par with the dregs of our native black and white glut. It really shouldn't 


come as any great surprise -- with so many books being printed on a weekly basis, the 


competition for artists must be fierce and the deadlines horrendous. 


So where does all the illegitimacy mentioned in the title come into play? Well, 

. there's a breed of manga you won't see mentioned in an Eclipse editorial -- some call it 
. > X-manga. It's sex and violence in its purist distillation. It makes the harshest 
-. American underground comics look like something from the Goldkey line. It even got 


mentioned on the front page of the Wall Street Journal. And it's what I'm here to talk 


— _about today. 


me Unlike the standard manga, x-manga seems to attract some of the best artists in the 
comic field. Just why isn't exactly clear. Maybe it's the unbridled subject matter, 
though the regular comics aren't exactly known for their heavy-handed censorship. 
_. Maybe it's the schedule - a lot of these books run on a monthly basis, and that means 
more time between deadlines. It could be the money, since these books can run 550 Yen 
or more, a lot more then the conventional manga, and some of that might translate 
into higher wages. And then there is the format -- high-quality covers, frequent 
_ surprises like unbound full-color posters, and the occasional full-color issue. Whatever 
it is, it draws some of the newest and wildest talents in the manga world and keeps 
them there, month after month. 


-. Introductions to some of the better x-manga artists is probably in order, since this 
- might be your only chance to meet them. Some have already had an impact on the 
anime industry, and others may sometime soon. Most of these artists are taken from 
_ the pages of Lemon People magazine, since it's available on a fairly regular basis here in 

the States. And in addition to their considerable ability, these artists have also 


in sailor suits. 


‘distinguished themselves by doing stories with something other then bisexual beauties 


- =. Cho Gohkin: Cho Gohkin specializes in air-brushed horror tales. His style is very 
similar to that of Richard Corben, and about a far removed from the traditional manga _ 


styles as you can get. I haven't seen much work by this artist in black and white, but he _ 


‘seems to make the transition from color better then Corben does. His subject matter is. 


pretty much standard western horror fare -zombies, vampires, and knife-wielding — 


fiends. This might be a treat to Japanese readers who've had it up to their eyeballs with 


retold Japanese legends, but it's usually the other way around for those weaned on — 
‘western stock. Apparently Cho Gohkin has some fondness for the actress Drew 


Barrymore, as at least one character in the tales Cat's Nails, Vampire on 5th Street, and _ 


film together without her, I guess we're supposed to take her appearance as some sort. 


‘Friends bears a distinct likeness to her. In a time where no one puts a Stephen King _ 


of Horror Seal of Approval. Cho Gohkin is a regular contributor to the Lemon People ~ 
full-color specials and his work has also appeared in Big Baso. a 


= Rei Aran: Rei's style has a lot of long necks, sharp noses, and sharp chins. Anime = 
_ fans may be familiar with his style if they've seen the Iczer 1 OAV features, since Mr. _ 
_... Aran is responsible for many of the character designs in these films. Characters marked | 


with a tattoo or birthmark around the eye, like Sepia and Cobolt, are classic Rei Aran __ 
_ designs. He has even caricatured himself as one of the ill-fated crew of the spaceship _ 


a Fuji, and the design he uses for Nagisa's hairpin also appears in two of his other stories. _ 


One of his earlier works, The Town of Halloween II, is a steamy horror tale done in a cae 


_ watercolor style reminiscent of Matt Wagner's Mage. Currently, he has the monthly - 
mecha punch-'em-up strip of Galaxy Police Patoraiza 3 running in Lemon People. It's — 
_ difficult to say without translating the strip, but at times it seems like the chapters are . 
-. being run out of sequence. Either that, or for the last nine months two mecha have 
been slugging it out while a fiendish pair rapes a friend of the pilot. Though the rape- _ 
~. revenge motivation is an accepted if not universally loved staple of adventure stories, 
_._. the pacing of this story makes death by dehydration a more likely fate for the two fiends. 
_ then being stomped on by a mecha. World Comics in Japan has published at least two 
_. collections of Rei Aran's work to date, including one of the Galaxy Police strip, and the 
new video release Makyoo Gaiden: Radius features his character designs. His work also 
_- appears from time to time in the x-manga monthly Pumpkin and his next book, 
-. Notice, is ready for release. 


a Cho Gohkin 


-.. Meimu: Of all the western artists, I'd have to say that Meimu's style is closest to 
_ Moebius. He builds up textured areas with hundreds of little lines that gives his work 
~ that grainy look. Meimu is somewhat unusual among x-manga artists in that he rarely, 
if ever, stoops to the usual antics of schoolgirls being rapes by men, monsters, and 
machines. He does a lot of stories set in ancient, mystic Japan with kimono-wrapped — 
cuties. Either Meimu is so highly respected that he doesn't have to do the typical 


because he refuses to lower himself to that level. Because of Meimu's approach to the 
subject matter, it would come as little surprise to find that ‘he’ is actually a woman, 
_. though the genre seems almost exclusively male. ‘The quality of his work is highly 
variable. AT times his watercolors approach the precision of a wood block print while — 
at others his inking is scratchy and his backgrounds barren. Currently, Lemon People is . 
running Meimu's series Powered Miyu-chan and at least two collections of his work 
have been published by World Comics -- Silk Screen and Fancy. 
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schoolgirl romps in a book otherwise devoted to them, or he has become respected _ 


Knife = 
ae Senno Knife | Meimu 


_ Senno Knife: In terms of line wogk, Knife has just about the cleanest pretty girl 
style around. His little pink-haired girls with long bangs and heart-shaped faces romp 
with leather-clad neo-Nazis that might have jumped out of Kiss of the Spider Woman. | 
His characters cover a fairly wide range, including a mermaid who wants to be a - 
~- normal girl (a la The_little Mermaid), Little Lemi the Witch Child, Lemi's white-clad _ 
witch superiors, the bad little witch girls with ninja skills and a web-spinning ability 
|. that would make old Spidey blush, and the lesbian vampire schoolteacher. Knife uses a_ 
lot of zip-a-tone in his work, and takes full advantage of the black and white medium. © 
Currently he has a twisted Nazi romance called Yoshiwara Night running in Lemon — 
People and a collection of the same name is due out shortly. Night of the Red Knife, 


- World Comics. Tatsumi*Comics collection of his work, Cinderella Doll, is about as 


i. disneyesque as "Snow White and the Seven Sailors." 
-. So there you have it, a few of the manga masters who may never make it to the 
_ States. Their work might not appeal to everyone, but if underground comics, x-anime, 
_ or x-manga are your bag then you might want to look these folks up. 2 


_ ROBOTECH: The Paperback Adaption 
: by John Bowen (part 3 of 3) 


_._ Welcome to the third installment of ROBOTECH: The Paperback Adaption. In the | 
last issue I went over books five through eight and pointed out some of the differences _ ; 


books. In general, let me state again that the novels are based on the series and givea__ 
more complete idea of the storyline. While some scenes we remember were taken out, 
others were enhanced and provided a better view of the characters’ feelings for each. 

other. : 


Sentinels is out! The first book describing the adventures of Rick, Lisa, Max, Miriya, — 
and many other people from the Macross Saga as the Robotech Expedition to the 
Master's homeworld begins. This is the first of a five-book series. [Hopefully, John will 
also put a reviev’ it as well. -BC] ae 


Night Princess, and Present are all collections of Senno Knife's work published by 


that could be found between the story seen in the T.V. series and the that read in the 


_. Book 9: The Final Nightmare ee 
__.. The book continues with us seeing how Zor is manipulated by the Masters into 
_. providing them with useful military information, information that could well doom 
__ the entire space tactical forces. We see the growing relationship between Sean and 

- Marie, as well as the results of Musica's love of Bowie. In the final showdown, where 


-. the hands of the Masters, to provide their corrupt and stagnant society with the power | 
__. to spread their disease. His act of sacrifice is not what he hoped for, and as the spores 
from the contaminated matrix spread over the Earth, we see the darker side of 
 protoculture in Zand, and his attempted use of Dana for his own schemes. : 


-. Book 10: Invid Invasion 

_. This book starts off the Mospeada (New Generation) segment of Robotech. After the 
 . Prologue which delves into the background of the Invid Regis and her children to the 
- point of their invasion of the Earth. It also gives some background of The Sentinels; 
__.. what Lisa and Rick are doing at that time. . 
Chapters 1-15 take us from “The Invid Invasion" to "Eulogy" and introduce us to’ 
_.. the main characters (in order of appearance: Lieutenant Scott Bernard, Marlene, Rand, | 


_. Annie, Rook Bartley, Lancer/ Yellow Dancer, and Lunk). As the book unfolds we watch 
_.. as this group of individuals becomes a close knit band of Freedom Fighters battling 
against the Invid, as they begin the long drive to Reflex Point, the HQ. of the Invid and 
- their Regis. We see their raid on the, Norristown Protoculture Reservoir as well as 
_. their reactions to Colonel Wolf's treacléry before he redeems himself by saving Rook, 
~ Rand and Scott. We also see a bit of Wolf's background, and learn a bit more about this 
- tragic figure. 


Book 11: Metamorphosis 
os This book goes from "The Genesis Pit" to "Metamorphosis" as Scott's team of 
Freedom Fighters continue their battle toward Reflex Point. Three new characters are — 
introduced in this book. Marlene/Ariel, the simulagent of the invid. We see in better _ 
detail why she unaware of her Invid origins, and we discover why she has more then 
just a circumstantial similarity of appearance with Scott's dead fiancee. We also meet 
-_ Corg and Sera, the Regis's most recent incarnation of the Invid race, and we begin to see _ 

Sera's beginning battle with human emotions. 


k 12: Symphony of Light 

with this Seok: the lee Geucraue (Mospeada) segment of Robotech comes to a 

close, moving from "The Midnight Sun" to "Symphony of Light". Events depicted 
here run from the Invid ambush in the mountains, to the Invid attempt (under Corg) 
to wipe out all human life in Manhattan, to finally reaching Reaching Reflex point and : 
_ joining with Adm. Hunter's forces in the assault. Things come to a head, ending with 
the Invid departing the Earth for another world and dimension, aided by and 
destroying the Robotech Space Fleet in the process. Only Marlene/ Ariel and Sera 
remain behind after the rest of the Invid have left. We finish the saga with Scott 
leaving the Earth to search for Adm. Hunter and the SDF-3, while Marlene waits for 


him (Scott) to return. 


Zor finally realizes that the matrix he created for peace must not be allowed to fall in 


“They'v ve taken off thir sailor suits and thrown them away, so don't eur en : - 


_ three girls on their Summer Vacation. 


Project A-ko 2 


For the second time "Project A-ko" has appeared on the scene. The remains of the : ZS 


- Boroboro spaceship from "I" have been reconstructed, and now the opening of anew | 
... shop in it has been announced when the story begins. On that very day, the Graviton 
_ School begins its Summer Vacation. ee 


"In A-ko's mind, if you talk about seasons, you're talking SUMMER. Throughout . : 
___ the year, her world is an eternal Summer." oe 


And up on Mori Mountain, there's some urgent surveillance going on. A familiar _ 


. e character appears cheerfully from a shady hiding place, knowing there is no danger of _ : 
-. being trampled. A-ko and B-ko are still in opposition, and B-ko plans to use her mecha © 


: : a Events proceed from there, yet for the moment the world is peaceful. 


? This time, there's a saboteur and a plot by the Daitokuji Financial Organization 


oe at the best moment to continue their childhood quarrel. Things have happened that — 
|. reunify B-ko and her followers concerning C-ko, and things begin to go perfectly. 


a involved. B-ko's eccentric father (Mr. Daitokuji to you and me) is behind the imposing _ 
_ Daitokuji conspiracy, plotting to take the spaceship by force and use it to wage war. A- 


a6 ko and C-ko observe this, and conseqyently C-ko tries to solicit B-ko as an ally in their | 


battle against him. This causes a feeling of tension in the story, just as a new character 
appears on the scene. B-ko's father is, after all, her father. He has made extensive and 
_. secret use for his own purposes of the combat mecha B-ko created. In this A-ko will not 


be able to beat him. The allied armies of A-ko and C-ko are simply forced to surrender. 


And yet A-ko's group rages over the results, beating both friends and Boroboro. Setting 


“up the ship again for repair, the ending is ostensibly the same...devastating. The | 
consequence of this defensive battle might be that C-ko returns to space with the aliens. — 
_. Once again, A-ko and company a great riot of trouble and noise in countless places. _ 


nd just as planned, once again this day the peaceful eternity of Summer continues. 


- NOTE: : 
This is translated from the June 1987 issue of Animage, with slight liberties taken 
_.in places based on a viewing of the feature in question. Please feel free to correct any 
inaccuracies, especially as regards to the use of the word “Boroboro”. 

. ~ Kevin Leahy 


0. Richa rls 


